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For the third consecutive year, ERA and ECLA are
organising the European Forum for In-House
Counsel, combining the pragmatism of an in-house
lawyer association with the expertise of a first-class
European training institute. 

The European Forum for In-House Counsel
provides a forum for the exchange of practical
experience, knowledge and views between all in-
house counsel and other lawyers involved in
business affairs. 

The aim is to provide in-house counsel, through
expert input, with a comprehensive overview of and
a practical insight into issues of European
Community law with which an in-house counsel is
confronted. The latest developments and the recent
relevant case law of the Community courts in areas
such as European competition law, European
company law, European private law, as well as the
topic of legal privilege, will be analysed during the
forum. 

Interaction among participants will be encouraged
through periods of discussion and case studies. 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING (CPD) 
Participation in this forum can count towards 

your CPD obligations. This forum is accredited 
by several European bar associations, including 

those of France and England & Wales.  
Find out more at: www.era.int 

For further information: 
Sarah Jung 

Tel. +49 (0)651 937 37 34  
Fax. +49 (0)651 937 37 90 

E-mail: sjung.era.prog1@era.int 
www.ecla.org / www.era.int 
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Thursday, 24 April 2008 
  
13:30 Arrival and registration of participants
  
14:00 Welcome words 
 Jean-Philippe Rageade, ERA 
 Paul de Jonge, ECLA 
  
14:15 Legal professional privilege: 

Analysis of the Akzo Nobel 
decision of the CFI 
Lessons to be learned, how to 
protect your in-house documents? 

 Gabriella Porcelli 
 Jonathan Sinclair  
  
15:00 Questions / discussion 
  
15:15 Enforcement of EC competition 

law: Measures adopted and to be 
adopted to improve enforcement 
Leniency notice; fines; damages 
actions; new legislative package on 
settlement procedure for cartels; how 
do all these instruments interact? 

 Werner Berg 
  
16:00 Questions / discussion  
  
16:15 Coffee break 
  
16:45 Cross-border mergers: Directive 

2005/56 on cross-border mergers 
of companies with share capital  
Main features of the Directive and 
some examples of its implementation 
in the member states 

 Gwen Godfrey  
 Denis Philippe  
 

  
17:30 Questions / discussion 
  
17:45 Corporate social responsibility 

The role of the in-house counsel 
 Samir Latif  
  
18:15 Questions / discussion 
  
18:30 Reception and end of the first 

conference day 
  
  
Friday, 25 April 2008 
  
09:15 Doing e-commerce in Europe 

Presentation and study of  
a fictional case in groups  
reflecting current legal problems 
The e-commerce Directive; 
competent jurisdiction; applicable law

 Annette Nordhausen  
 Edwin Jacobs  
  
10:30 Coffee break  
  
11:00 Discussion and proposed 

solutions by the moderators  
  
11:30 Transfer of undertakings: 

Directive 2001/23/EC relating to 
the safeguarding of employees’ 
rights in the event of transfers  
of undertakings 
Main features; its application in the 
member states; relevant case-law 

 John McMullen 
  
12:15 Questions / discussion 
  
12:30 Lunch 
 

  
14:00 Review of the consumer acquis:  

Will this reform create a more 
predictable regulatory environment 
for businesses in cross-border trade? 

 Panel Discussion:  
 Chair: Annette Nordhausen 
 • Gösta Petri  
 • European Parliament 
 • Marie Paule Wagner  
  
15:15 Questions / discussion 
  
15:30 Coffee break 
  
16:00 Mediation in cross-border 

disputes: Advantages over court 
litigation and arbitration? Best 
practices; the mediation Directive 

 Dick Bonenkamp  
 Kai-Uwe Karl  
  
16:45 Questions / discussion 
  
17:00 Data Protection:  

How to handle data protection 
issues in international groups?  
With special focus on the export of 
personal data from a EU member 
state to a non-EU country  

 Dan Cooper  
  
17:30 Questions / discussion 
  
17:45 End of the conference 
 

Programme may be subject to amendment 
For programme updates: 

www.era.int / www.ecla.org  


